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I explain some of the motivations behind developing analysis on metric spaces.
Metric space examples include Euclidean spaces, manifolds, finite and infinite graphs,
fractal sets, limits of manifolds, boundaries of other metric spaces, etc. By analysis
we mean a theory where one speaks about ”a derivative” of a function. A reasonable
theory must coincide with the standard structures on the familiar spaces such as
the Euclidean spaces and manifolds. I briefly overview several elegantly successful
approaches to such a theory, all from the 90’s, that have proven extremely fruitful

since.



